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DAKAR, Senegal Nine men were handed harsh sentences
of eight years in prison after being tried on charges of
conspiracy and “unnatural acts,” a term used to criminalize
homosexuality, according to their lawyers and gay rights
groups here on Thursday.

The men were arrested on Dec. 19 at the home of Diadji
Diouf, a prominent gay activist who works with AIDS
organizations to prevent the spread of the disease in the
largely clandestine gay community in Senegal, according to
Joel Nana, a program associate for the International Gay and
Lesbian Human Rights Commission.
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