| GLHRC Book Nicaragua 7/23/03 10:3€$§M Page 127

N caragu

Maria Bolt (Gonzél ez

Republ i ¢ of N caragua passed Law No. 150, “Law of

Penal Code Reforns.” The |aw, which was subse-
quently ratified by Mol eta Barrios de Chanorro, contains the
fol l owng provision:

On June 11, 1992 the National Assenbly of the

Article 204:  Anyone who induces, pronotes, propa-
gandi zes or practices in scandal ous formsexual inter -
course between persons of the sane sex coomts the
crine of sodony and shal | incur one to three years’
i npri sonnent .

Aticle 204 a so crimnal i zes honosexual relations wth a
person under one’s responsibility, regardl ess of age or
whether in private, as “unlawul seduction,” punishabl e by
two to four years.

REACTI ON TO ARTI CLE 204

In response to the passage of the anendrent, |eshian
and gay activists, along wth nany allies wthin the progres-
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sive community, launched a canpaign “For a Sexuality Free
fromPrejudices.” In June and July 1992, the canpaign pre-
sented a series of debates and filmforuns, and nore than
4,000 signatures were gathered and delivered to the Presi -
dent’s office. The admnistration did not respond.

The Com si 6n en Pro del Qgullo Léshi co- Honosexual
(Leshi an-Gay Pride Gonmission) then produced an anal ysi s
of Article 204 that was sent to the National Assenbly in
Septenber 1992. The assenbly al so failed to respond. In a
final step, in Novenber of the sane year, the Centro de
Derechos Gonstituci onal es (Genter for Gonstitutional R ghts)
presented an appeal to the Suprene Gourt chal |l enging the
constitutionality of Aticle 204. The appeal cited nunerous
articles of the Ncaraguan Gnstitution, including the right to
privacy, to freedomof expression and to non-discrinmnation

Those who are defined by lawas crim -
nals have little reason to believe
that the justice systemw/!| protect

before the law After considerabl e delay, the court dis-
nissed the appeal in March 1994.

The response to Article 204 has extended far beyond
N caragua’ s borders. However, although letters of protest
have arrived fromcountries around the world, the | aw con-
tinues to be on the books. There are no known cases thus
far of Article 204 being applied to | eshians. The article has
been applied prinarily to gay nal e sex workers and to prison
inmates. Wile it has not, to date, been used agai nst |es-
bians, its existence represents a clear infringenent on the
rights of leshians in Ncaragua. Those who are defined by
lawas crimnals have little reason to believe that the justice
systemw || protect them
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LESBI AN ACTI VI SM

Qurrently, no national |eshian organizations exist in
N caragua. The | eshian femnist group Nosotras (V) was
forned in 1992 by 30 leshians, wth a core group of 10, and
remai ned active until md-1994. Leshians have been very
involved in the fight against Article 204 and continue to be
invol ved in nany femnist organizations and mxed | eshi an
and gay organi zations, such as Neconi, a leshian and gay
col lective. The Xochiquetzal Foundation, an officialy recog-
ni zed non-governnanetal organi zation (N3, is directed by
two leshian coordinators. The Foundation works to pronote
a nonsexi st soci ety and open-nindedness toward sexuality;
it has prograns to prevent sexual |y transmtted di seases
and HV AICS and publishes a quarterly nagazi ne, Fuera del
Qoset (Qut of the Qoset), which discusses society' s nyths
and prejudices related to sexual ity and HVA DS

In 1988, Colectivo de Educadores Popul ares Sobre
MHS DA (GBS DA ollective of Popul ar Educators Con-
cerned wth HVA DS was forned. The group, nade up of
gay nen and | eshians, started performng HW A DS preven-
tion work wthin the gay and | eshian conmunity. CE>-S DA
was successful in achieving a working relationship wth the
Mnistry of Health, but this relationship becane tenuous
after the Chanorro governnment was el ected in 1990, and
(B> S DA ceased operating in md-1992.

In 1992, inreactionto Aticle 204, the first Gy and Les-
bian Pride Day cel ebration was organi zed by the Gonisi dn en
Pro del Qgullo Léshico-Honosexual . The nedi a coverage
was bal anced and respectful, and for the week followng the
parade several newspapers carried interviews wth | eshians
and gay nen. The parade has becone an annual event. It
takes place as part of an annual Day for a Sexuality Free
fromPrejudices, inwhich different N3 and | eshian and gay
groups take part.
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LESBI ANS AND THE FEM NI ST MOVEMENT

Leshi ans have attained the nost recognition and visibility
wthin femnist organizations. Leshians work at both the
| eadership level and as participants in different groups, cen-
ters, institutions, and N33 that work wth and for wonen.
Wthin these groups | eshians have been able to work wth
het er osexual wonen and gai n acceptance and respect. In
these groups, in contrast to society at large, |eshians are
able to be open about their sexual orientation wth relatively
f ew consequences.

Various attenpts have been nade to call a neeting of
N caraguan | eshian femnists who belong to different N33.
Though there is interest, the neeting has not yet taken
place. Anewfeninist group called La Qorriente (The Qur -
rent), which has | eshian participation, has begun to organi ze
CGentral Averican conferences and to publish a nagazi ne.

LESBI AN LI FE

Al woren, by the nere fact of being wonen, are discrim
inated against in Ncaragua. |f soneone is |eshian, then she
experi ences doubl e discrinmnation. This is intensifiedif the
wonan is poor and nore so if she is Back or belongs to the
Msquita or Suna i ndi genous groups.

It is extrenely difficult to be public about one’'s |eshian-
ismin Ncaragua. Vénen who are known to be | eshi ans face
discrimnation wthin their famly, their nei ghborhood, and
their workplace. Wnen who are fired fromtheir jobs
because they are | eshians cannot bring | egal chal | enges;
there are no laws prohibiting discrimnation on the basis of
sexual orientation, and regardiess of the lega situation nost
wonen are silent out of fear that their |eshianismwll be
nade public. Mbst wonen renain “in the closet” about their
sexual ity because they fear rejection and discrinination
fromfamly, friends, and col | eagues.

These problens are particularly acute for young wonen.
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Recently, two young |eshians, ages 19 and 15, were caught
trying to escape to (bsta Rca. A newspaper report stated
that the two were fleeing fromhone because their famlies
were trying to break up their relationship. The fanily of
S MM-the ol der of the two—accepted her |eshianism but
the younger woman's famly would not tolerate her |eshian-
ismand, according to the report, had initiated court pro-
ceedings against S MM, who was bei ng detained by the
police. Wile no further infornation was stated regarding
this case, it isnot difficut to see howAticle 204 could be
used in such a situation. *

Alegations of |eshianismcan be used as a threat agai nst
wonen i nvol ved in custody cases, as was illustrated by a
recent dispute over the custody of a six-year-old boy. Vien
the father accused the mother of being a | eshian, she
deni ed the accusation and insisted that it was sinply a ploy
on the part of her ex-husband to gain custody of their son.
Nowhere in the newspaper coverage was the possibility
raised that |esbians could in fact be good nothers. ?

In general, the lowlevel of educationin Ncaragua | eads to
ignorance and fear, particularly for |eshians who are trying
to cone to terns with their sexuality. This fear results in a
great deal of self-doubt and isolation and can lead to
depression and even suicide. To counter this isolation, the
| eshian and gay novenent is seeking to create greater visi-
bility within N caraguan soci ety and to provi de as much
infornation as possible through events, such as the annual
pride parade.

NOTES

1 “Captura ronpe idilio de | eshianas” (“Capture breaks
leshians’ idyll”), Barricada, 16 June 1995.

2 “Acusan a nadre soltera de | esbiana” (“Sngle nother accused
of being leshian”), Barricada, 12 May 1995.
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