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nomc¢ conditions that inpact all wonen in the coun-

try. Athough they conprise 35%of the paid work
force, Brazilian wonen continue to earn, on average, |ess
than hal f the salary that nen make for the sane type of
work; Bl ack wonen earn hal f of what white wonen earn.
Thi s soci oeconomic systemnakes it very difficult for nost
Brazilian wonen to take part in the decision-naking
processes that affect their |ives. Uhder these circum
stances, it is particuarly dfficut for Bazilian vonen to live
openly as | eshi ans.

Brazi lian [ eshians are subject to the sane soci o-eco-

ATTI TUDES W THI N THE FAM LY
The najority of Brazilian leshians hide their sexua orienta-
tion fromtheir famlies and invent fictitious relationships or
even narry in order to avoid the rejection of parents and
relatives. Bven when they are able to hide their |eshianism
nmany wonen experience tremendous stress resulting from

o



| GLHRC Book Brazil 7/23/03 9:41 AM:Fﬁage 16

16 UNSPOKEN RULES

the constant fear of being discovered or fromthe conflicts
ireret inlivingalie

UnQutro A har (Another Perspective), a |eshian docu-
nentation center based in SAo Paol o, has received reports
of leshians being expelled fromtheir hones or subjected to
physi cal or enotional abuse when their famlies di scover
that they are lesbians. Wileit isillegd todsinherit achild,
nany parents disinherit their |eshian daughters, and nany
| esbians do not assert their rights because they are not
avare of the lawor are reluctant to publicly declare their
| eshi ani sm

Miny Brazilians still consider |eshianisma disease. Util
they reach the age of 18, girls can be subjected to psycho-
logical treatnents and behavi or-nodi fyi ng shock t her apy
wthout any |egal recourse. A though honosexual ity ceased
to be classified by the Brazilian nedical profession as a sex-
ual deviation or psychol ogi cal disturbance in 1985, * shock
therapy, as well as prescribing tranquilizers, is still practiced
as a “cure for |eshianismi.

The discrimnation and stignma that Brazilian | eshi ans
experience can cause feelings of narginalization, anxiety,
and isolation. If these feelings lead to al coholism depres-
sion, or (particularly anong adol escents) suicide attenpts,
| eshi ans encounter little help fromthe psychiatric profes-
sion. Mntal health professional s often try to convince |es-
bians to change their sexual orientation, worsening the situ-
ation rather than providing relief.

HEALTH | SSUES

The majority of gynecol ogi sts work under the assunption
that every wonan is sexual |y active with nen. Vénen who
openly declare that they are | eshians run the risk of being
sent to a professional psychiatrist even if they are suffering
fromnothing nore than a routine infection. ? As aresult,
nany | eshi ans forego routine examnations or lie to their
doctors, which can sonetines result inincorrect di agnoses.
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WORK

The n@j ority of Brazilian |eshians |ead a double life at
work, engaging in fictitious relationships or arranged nar -
riages as a survival strategy inthe professional world Sexual
orientation can be a fundanental factor in both hiring and
pronotion in nany fields, and psychol ogical tests are songe-
times admnistered to detect honosexuality in job candi -
dates. ®* Wth rare exceptions, the discovery of a wonan's
| eshi ani smleads to dismssa . In these situations, enpl oyers
rarely cite their sexual orientation as the cause. This, com
bined wth the unwillingness of nost |eshians to speak out
publicly, nakes such cases extrengly difficult to chall enge.

THE LAW

Sexual relations between wonen are not prohibited by
Brazilian law There exist, however, a nunber of |aws that
can be used agai nst | eshi ans:

1) Molent sexual assault (Aticle 214 of the Penal (ode):
“To coerce soneone, using violence or serious threat,
to practice or allowthat alibidinous act wth hiniher
distinct froma carnal union be practiced. Garnal union
is understood here as heterosexual intercourse.” Sen-
tence: two to seven years in prison.

2) Sexual assault by fraudul ent neans (Article 216 of
the Penal Code): “To induce an innocent worman by
neans of fraud, to practice or allowthat a |ibidi nous
act distinct froma carnal union be practiced with
her.” Sentence: one to two years in prison, in the case
vhere a victimis over age 18, fromtwo to four years
if the victimis under 18.

3) Gorrupting a mnor (Article 218 of the Penal Code):
“Qurrupting or facilitating the corruption of a person
ol der than 14 and under 18 years of age, practicing
l'ibidinous acts with her or coercing her to practice
themor wtness them” Sentence: one to four years in
pri son.

4) Abduction (Articles 219-222 of the Penal Code) “To
abduct an innocent worman using viol ence, serious
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threat, or fraud for libidinous ains.” Sentence: two to
four years in prison. If the wonan in questionis 14 to
21 years ol d, her famly can allege that an abduction
has occurred regardl ess of whether the wonan acted
under her own free wll. Sentence: one to three years.

5) (bscene Act (Article 233) “The practice of an obscene
act inaplace that is public or openly exposed to the
public.” Sentence: three nonths to one year.

Al of these statutes are subject to misuse and sel ective
enforcenent by police and other officials. Parents wshing to
break up their daughter’s |eshian relationship can accuse
their daughter’s lover of assault, abduction, or corrupting a
mnor, even when the relationship is consensual. Article
233, which outlaws “obscene acts,” is often used by police
agai nst sane-sex coupl es in situations which woul d never be
considered crimnal for heterosexual couples (for instance,

kissinginpiic).

ANTI - DI SCRI M NATI ON LEG SLATI ON

As aresult of the struggles of the gay and | eshian nove-
nent in Brazil, sone Brazilian cities and states have passed
anti-discrinmnation laws. Inlarge cities such as Sio Paulo, Ro
de Janeiro, and Salvador, it isillegal to discrimnate on the
basis of sexual orientation. Wile these |aws are of great
synbol i ¢ inportance, they do not penalize those who dis-
crimnate, which nakes enforcenent difficult. Furthernore,
such laws are of limted use in the face of persistent preju-
dices in Brazilian society. There has not yet been a chance
to test their application, because no one has been wlling to
risk the pudicity that such a situation would entail.

Despite this legislation, nany governnent and corporate
policies continue to be discrimnatory. Snce the concept of
acouple still renains restricted to a heterosexual pair, |es-
bi ans do not receive the sane benefits—such as health care
and pensi ons—that they would if they were narried to nen.
\en one nentber of a leshian couple dies, the famly of the
deceased wonan often attenpts, and in general obtains,
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possessi on of the common property of the coupl e, because
| eshi an partnershi ps are not recogni zed by | aw

Inthe realmof child custody, the courts often discrinm -
nate openly agai nst |eshians. Leshians who have children
fromprevious narriages run the risk of |osing custody of
their childrenif their sexua orientationis reveded My les-
bian mothers live with the constant fear of |osing custody
and are thus vulnerable to blacknail or extortion fromtheir
ex- hushands.

VI OLENCE
Leshi ans encounter viol ence within and outside the fam
ily. Gupo Gy da Bahia (Giy Goup of Bahia) has reported a
nunber of cases in whi ch wormen have been nurdered for
being | esbians. In 1991, 29-year-old Alice Oas do Anaral
was brutal Iy nurdered by her |over’s husband when he dis-

Inlarge cities such as Sio Paulo, Ro de
Jareiro, ad Svador, it isillegd to
di scrimnate on the basis of sexua

covered that his wife was having a | eshian affair; newspaper
coverage of the murder was inflammatory, wth a front page
picture ina Ro tabloid proclaiming that a “sapatdo” (“big
shoe,” a derogatory termfor |eshian) had been nurdered.
In anot her case, Ana, a 23-year-old worman, was shot to
death by her nephew in 1982 when she said that she was a
leshian ® In 1983, two |overs, Rta da Slva and Mrly, were
beaten and killed by Mrly's relatives. ® This viol ence nust be
viewed wthin the context of violence directed against all
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vonen, whichin Brazil reaches alarmng | evel s.

EDUCATI ON

Shool s are, in general, inhospitad e institutions for young
| eshians. The educational systemcan hel p foster prej udices
agai nst |eshians by failing to provide infornation about
alternatives to heterosexual ity and perpetuating the hetero-
sexual nuclear famly as the only “natural” nodel . School
administrators often stand by while intol erant cl assnates
subj ect | eshian students to humliation, nockery, and physi -
ca harassnent.

In recent years, there have been two known cases in
whi ch young | eshi ans were expel | ed fromschool for being
open about their sexual orientation. In 1993, a 19-year-old
student at a branch of the Mguel Guto School in Ro kissed
her girlfriend in front of the school and was booed and
pelted with cans by other students as a result. The next
day, when the student, Qaudia, returned to attend class,
she was inforned by the directors of Mguel Couto that her
enrol I nent had been cancel ed as a way to “protect her.”
Qaudia, who herself feared future harassnent, suggested a
transfer to another branch of the school, but the directors
deni ed her request. “She wasn't expelled. The directors con-
cluded that her situation woul d becone unbearabl e, and her
physi cal well-being threatened,” said Garlos Pavan, coordina-
tor of the school.” In a 1994 case, a young North Anerican
| eshi an who was studying in Sdo Paul o through the Rotary
d ub Exchange Programwas returned to her country of ori-
gin under the pretext of bad behavior.® In both cases,
despite a | evidence to the contrary, school admnistrators
refused to admt that the students’ sexual orientation was
the reason for dismssal. As wth cases of enpl oynent dis-
crimnation, discrimnation wthin the educational systemis
difficult to prove, and nost young wonen who face such
discrinmnation renain silent about it out of fear and shane.
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MEDI A

The nedi a have often perpetuated stereotypes of |es-
bi ans and gay nen, when they nention themat all. In recent
years, however, this has begun to change. The print nedia
are broaching the issue of honosexuality wth increasing
frequency, and nany articles are witten froma perspective
of tolerance and acceptance. Neverthel ess, the nedia still
offer a public forumfor those who wsh to pronote stereo-
types and prej udices, such as religious authorities and nen-
tal health professionals. (ne can see in the nedia the strik-
ing contrasts that characterize Brazilian attitudes toward
honmosexual ity: on one hand, the newspaper wth the |argest
circulationinthe country (Fol ha de Sdo Paul 0) sponsors a
commercial on tel evision which openly defends the accep-
tance of honosexuality. nh the other hand, on a television
channel owned by evangelists (TV Record in Sdo Paul 0),
nini sters preach the eradication of |eshianismby neans of
fath®

POLI TI CAL PARTI CI PATI ON

No wonan has ever run for elected office in Brazil as an
openly | eshian candi date. Research carried out on Brazilian
public opinion has reveal ed that voters would not vote for a
gay or leshian candidate. However, sone Brazilian politicians
are beconing nore supportive of |esbian and gay rights, as
they discover that gay nmen and | eshians vote and are a
growng political presence. Progressive individua s in various
parties have begun to carry on the fight for hunan rights
for gay nen and | eshi ans by proposi ng anti-discrimnation
laws, by including gay and | eshian issues in their canpai gn
platforns, and by supporting | eshian and gay organi za-
tions. *° In general, however, political parties seek to avoid
broachi ng such a controversia issue; evenif individud pditi -
cians may be synpathetic to | eshian and gay concerns, they
are wary of alienating conservative voters.

Wthin the party system activismby gays and | eshi ans
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renains restricted to the Partido dos Trabal hadores (PT,
Vérkers' Party), inwhich a snall group of coormtted | eshian
and gay nenbers introduced the issue of freedomof sexual
orientation into the platformof their candidate for presi -
dency in 1994. ' A the present tine, the federal represen-
tative of the state of SAo Paulo, Mrta Suplicy (PT), is con-
sidering the possibility of proposing an anendnent to the
Brazilian constitution to prohibit discrinnation on the basis
of sexual orientation. She is also considering legislation to
recogni ze sane-sex civil unions wth the aimof guaranteei ng
soci al benefits and i nheritance rights.

LESBI AN ORGANI ZATI ONS | N BRAZI L

Leshian activismin Brazil began in 1979, when wonen
started participating in the group Sonos (VW& Are), Brazil's
first gay and | eshian organization in Brazil. By 1980, how
ever, the women’s group within Somps becane
autononous. It renaned itself Gupo Léshi co-Feninista (LF,
Leshi an Feninist Goup) and began to work prinarily wthin
the femni st novenent.

LF disbanded in md-1981, and several renaining nem
bers founded Gupo Acdo Léshica Feminista (GALF, Leshian
Femni st Action Goup) which carried on the fight for |eshian
hunan rights in Brazil until it disbanded at the end of 1990.
During its years of existence, GALF produced 12 editions of
the buletin Chanaconthana. It aso participated ininterna-
tiona |eshian conferences, such as the B ghth Gonference of
the International Lesbian Information Service in Geneva in
1986, and the first neeting of Latin Amrerican and
Cxribbean femnist |esbians in Mxico the followng year. The
w llingness of GALF nenber Rosely Roth to speak out pub-
licly ledtoincreased leshian visibility on Brazilian radio ad
television prograns at the nationa level in the md-1980s.

In 1990, nenbers of the di shanded GALF founded Um
Qutro Qhar infornation network. UmQutro Ahar collects

o



| GLHRC Book Brazil 7/23/03 9:41 AM:Fﬁage 23

BRAZI L 23

and di ssemnates infornation about |eshiani sm honosexual -
ity in general, and femni smas a neans of raising consci ous-
ness about |eshians and attaining the full rights of citizen-
ship. Several other |eshian groups are nowin existence in
Bazil: Ains (Desire) in Santos; @letivo de Femnistas Léshi -
cas (Leshian Femnist Qllective), Deusa Terra (Earth God-
dess) and Estagdo Mil her (V¥nen' s Season) in Sdo Paul o;
@l ectivo de Léshicas (Leshian Gllective) in Ro; and Gupo
Léshi co da Bahi a (Leshi an Goup of Bahia) in Sal vador.

These groups focus on both the woren's novenent and
the national and international gay and | eshian novenent.
Leshi an activismin mxed | eshian and gay groups, such as
O gnidade (Dgnity) in Parana and Estruturacdo Sructure in
Basilia, has aso begun to flourish.

CONCLUSI ON

Fromthis brief overviewof the condition of Brazilian |es-
bians, it can be seen that prejudice still greatly affects the
life of many wonen in the country, depriving themof the
basic rights of citizenship. Inthe large urban centers, there
are at |east sone neeting places, such as bars and cl ubs,
where | eshians can congregate and soci alize. Far fromthe
large cities, however, |eshians have fewoptions. For |eshians
inthe interior of the country there is only the choice
betveen alife lived in secrecy, wthlittle enotiona or sexud
gratification, or the violence that can result fromopenly
declaring that oneis aleshian

NOTES

1 February 9, 1985, honosexual ity ceased to be considered a
sexual deviation or psychol ogi cal disturbance in Brazil. The
deci si on was recogni zed worl dw de by Vérld Heal th G gani za-
tion on 1 January 1993.

2 Ganado, Luiza, “M venciando nossa | eshi ani dade: saide nental e
gynecol 6gica,” UnQutro A har (S8o Paul o), No. 21, January-
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March 1994, p. 21.

3 “Enpresas sO acei tam honossexual que ‘ndo da banderia na
entrevista,” Folha de Sso Paulo, 19 January 1992.

4 “Marido traido matou sapatdo comb5 tiros,” O POVO(R o de
Janeiro) 30 January 1991, p. 1.

5 Boletimdo Gupo Gy da Bahia, N 27, March 1993. Infornation
provi ded by Luiz Mtt.

6 Boletimdo Gupo Gy da Bahia, N 27, March 1993. Infornation
provi ded by Luiz Mtt.

7 “Manifestdo Gay reprimda por estudiantes,” Folha de Sdo
Paul 0, 13 January 1994.

8 “Intercanbi o ‘devol ve' anericana,” Folha de Sdo Paulo, 8 May
1994

9 “Semética, progranas de religi & vendema sal vagdo cono pro-
ducto,” Fol ha de SGo Paulo, 5 June 1993.

10 For exanple, the |aw proposed by A derman Ital o Cardoso,
Wrker’'s Party (PT), which would require infornation on
real estate to be released to all prospective buyers regardl ess
of race, sex, narital status, color, age, appearance, or sexual
orientation.

11 On April 12, 1994, Luiz Inacio Lula da Slva, a well-known
Brazilian politician and presidentia candidate, declared to the
church that he was not going to defend the rights to benefits of
gay and | eshian coupl es. Menbers of the Gay and Leshian G oup
of the Worker’s Party sent out a bulletin on My 21, 1994, in
whi ch they declared that at a national neeting of the party
honosexual rights were included in the party’'s program “Lula
se retne compresidente da C\BB e diz que reconheci nento dos
direitos de honossexuai s tanbémndo sera tratado,” Fol ha de
Sho Paul 0, 13 April 1994.
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