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STATEMENT OF THE INTERNATI ONAL GAY
AND LESBI AN HUMAN RI GHTS
COwMM SSI ON, THE INTERNATI ONAL LES-
Bl AN INFORMATI ON SERVI CE, AND THE
NATI ONAL CENTER FOR LESBI AN RI GHTS

Presented to the Lhited Nations Economic Cormmission for
Europe and to all Governnents of Europe and North
Anerica present at the ECE H gh Level Regi onal
Vi enna, Austria
17-21 Cctober 1994

At the Fourth Wrld Conference on Wnen, the Menber
Sates of the Lhited Nations shoul d take steps to reverse
their historical failure toinclude lesbians in action for the
advancenent of wonen. The M enna Decl aration adopted at
the Wrld Conference on Human Rights affirmed that
wonen's rights are inalienable hunan rights. The Fourth
Worl d Conference on Wnen shoul d affirmthat |eshian
rights are fundanental conponents of the hunman rights of
wonen. V& urge the Governnments of the ECE Region to
take the opportunity presented by this preparatory neeting
to examne the fol | owng i ssues:

REVI EW NG THE FORWARD- LOOKI NG STRATEGI ES

In reviewng progress nade since the Third Vérl d Gonfer -
ence on Vdnen, this preparatory neeting shoul d recogni ze
the failure of the Nairobi Forward-Looking Srategies to
address the hunan rights abuses that |eshians experience in
every country in the world. These abuses cover a w de
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range of violations, including nurder and other forns of vio-
lence, discrimnatory |egislation, enploynent discrimnation,
and denia of the freedomof expression. Fear of persecution
or discrimnation ensures that the vast najority of Ieshians
renain silent about their sexual orientation and are denied
the right to determne their nost basic life choices. Nearly
twenty years after the first Uited Nations Wrld Confer -
ence on Vénen, the najority of countries |ack any formof
legislation protecting |eshians fromdiscrimnation on the
basis of sexua orientation

PUTTI NG LESBI AN | SSUES ON THE AGENDA FOR THE
WORLD CONFERENCE

The ECE Draft Regional Platformfor Action includes as
one of its basic principles that the pronotion, protection
and realization of the hunan rights of wonen nust “reflect
the full diversity of wonen, recognizing that nany wonen
face additional barriers because of such factors as their
race, language, ethnicity, culture, religion, sexual orienta-
tion, disability, socio-economc class or status as indi genous
peopl e.”

V& urge the governments of the ECE Region to ensure
that this diversity is reflected inboth the Gitical Aeas of
Goncern and the Strategic bjectives outlined inthe Aat-
formfor Action. In particular, four of the Qitical Aeas of
Qoncern identified in the ECE Regional Draft Pl atformfor
Action, along wth their corresponding Srategic Qyjectives,
shoul d be revised to include | eshian-specific language: (1)
Insufficient pronotion of the human rights of wonen, (2)
Femni zation of poverty, (3) Insufficient de facto gender
equal ity in enpl oynent and econoniic opportunity and i nsuf -
ficient policies and neasures to reconcile enpl oynent and
famly responsibility, and (4) Insufficient participation of
wonen in public life. Specific reconmendations for these
four areas are included bel ow

This preparatory neeting shoul d affirmthat the agenda
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of the Fourth Wrld Gonference on Vénen w Il include the
human rights of leshians. A the CGonference, Governnents
should conmit to taking action to make those rights a real -
ity. Qovernnental delegations shoul d include | eshians, and
| eshi an organi zations shoul d be accredited to participate as
non- gover nnent al  organi zati ons in the Gnference.

RECOMMENDATI ONS TO THE ECE HI GH- LEVEL PREPARA-
TORY MEETI NG

V¢ urge the Governnments of the ECE Region to include
| eshi an-specific language in the followng four Gitical Aeas
of Concern:

I nsufficient pronotion of the hunan rights of
wonen:

o Qvernnents shoul d repeal all national laws that dis-
crinnate against |eshians, including “public decency” |aws
that are used disproportionately agai nst |eshians and gay
nen.

o Qvernnents shoul d enact |aws and policies to ensure
the human rights of leshians in econonic, social, cultural,
civil, and political life. Leshian partnerships should be
afforded the full protection of the lawin the areas of pen-
sion and inheritance rights, taxation and socia security, cus-
tody rights, adoption rights, access to donor insemnation,
and equal treatrment with regard to freedomof novenent
and i rmagration.

o Gvernnents shoul d ensure that all girls have access to
truthful, infornative, and bias-free education on all issues
relating to sexuality. Information about |eshiani smshoul d
be included in al sex education curricu a

o Qvernnents shoul d recogni ze that |eshians have the
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right to receive health care free of judgnent or discrinina-
tion. Leshians should be included in all public health cam
pai gns, including AIDS education. Leshians should not be
subject to any formof persuasion or coercion fromhealth
care providers, teachers, or anyone el se to undergo alter -
ation “therapy” for their sexua orientation.

o Qvernnents shoul d take action against the perpetra-
tors of violence agai nst |eshians, and should i npl enent pub-
lic education canpaigns to elimnate the prejudice and intal -
erance that enabl es such viol ence to occur.

Fem ni zation of poverty:

o Gvernnents shoul d recogni ze that |eshians are partic-
ularly vul nerabl e to poverty due to job discrinination and
the fact that |eshians often |ack the financia support of
fanmly nenbers.

Insufficient gender equality in the access to
enpl oynent and insufficient policies and
neasures for reconciling enploynent and famly
life

» Governnents shoul d pass | egislation protecting | eshi ans
fromdiscrimnatory hiring and enpl oynent practices. Les-
bi ans shoul d be protected agai nst workpl ace harassnent on
the basis of their sexual orientation

Insufficient participation of wonen in public
life

o Governnents should take steps to counter the invisibil -
ity of leshians inpublic life, and should recogni ze that wde-
spread societa prejudice severely constrains the ability of
leshians to participate incivic ad pditicd life

* Gvernnments shoul d recogni ze that the nedia are inte-
gral to formng public opinions about |eshians. Gvernnents

o



| GLHRC Book 5 Vienna doc 7/21/03 1%%%4 PM Page 253

APPENDI X D 253

shoul d take steps to ensure that |eshians have equal access
to the nedia to secure fair, accurate, and diverse portrayal s
o leshams.



